
 
 

RESIDENTS 3000 INC. COMMITTEE MEETING  
HELD ON MONDAY, 31ST MARCH 2014 

AT THE KELVIN CLUB, MELBOURNE PLACE 
FROM 6.00PM  

 
MINUTES 

 

1. Welcome:  John Dall’Amico opened the meeting at 6.05pm and welcomed all present.   
 

2. Apologies:   Anne Barton 0/5 and John Price 2/5 
 

Present:  John Dall’Amico (President) 5/5, Eric Giammario (Vice-President) 5/5, Gabrielle Pickering 
3/5, Sue Saunders (Interim Treasurer) 5/5 and Merle Willis (Secretary & Assistant Interim 
Treasurer) 5/5 

 

Absent: Robyn Bunting 2/5 
 

3. Quorum:     A quorum was declared. 
 

4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes  
The minutes of the previous committee meeting held on Monday, 24th February, 2014 had been 
circulated to the committee. 
 

Motion to Accept:    
Moved:   Eric Giammario 
Seconded:  Gabrielle Pickering 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

5. Business arising 
 
Grants available to Residents 3000 
At the previous meeting it was suggested that a calendar of available Grants and application deadlines 
be prepared and potentially included on the R3000 website. John Dall’Amico had advised the 
committee that the Department of Justice Community Safety Fund Grants are now open, however with 
a deadline around mid-May, it was decided that there was not sufficient time for Residents 3000 to 
plan a suitable program and submit a grant this year, but that a program could be planned and 
submitted ahead of next year’s grants.  
 
ACTION: Eric Giammario to provide the committee with a calendar of Grants available to Residents 
3000. This will include Council Grants and any others, including any State Grants. 
 

6. Correspondence 
 

There was no new correspondence to discuss. 
 

7. President’s Report 
John Dall’Amico tabled his report at the meeting (copy attached).  
 
John is building relationships and making himself known to the council, and has been discussing 
partnership and mutually beneficial arrangements with the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and 
raising the possibility of a membership drive through the Westpac Bank. He has also discussed bicycle 
security with Senior Constable Glen McFarlane who has provided information regarding a joint initiative 
of Bicycle Victoria, Retail Cycle Traders Aust., Victoria Policy, RACV and Vic Roads. It was noted that 
this initiative could be promoted on the R3000 website. 
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8. Treasurer’s Report 
The Financial Reports (Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss) were tabled at the meeting, as prepared by 
Susan Saunders, the Interim Treasurer (copy attached). 
 
Susan Sanders had taken on the role as Interim Treasurer at the last meeting and has now transferred 
all the previous financial information onto a system to enable reporting, and also uses a folder to keep 
paperwork organised in a simple system. 
 
It was noted that the President and Treasurer are signatories on the account and also have electronic 
access to the bank account, which had been changed to the local Westpac at 90 Collins Street. 
 
PayPal Account 
The Treasurer suggested that a PayPal account be opened to simplify acceptance of membership 
funds online. 
 
Eric Giammario proposed that the Treasurer open a PayPal account and that eventually it is to be 
used on the website to accept membership funds, with membership applications online. 
 
Moved:  Eric Giammario 
Seconded:  Merle Willis 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

9. Membership 
 
Eric Giammario advised that he is reviewing old membership drives, and suggested that R3000 would 
have to do a membership drive. 
 
ACTION: For the next committee meeting Eric Giammario to put forward a proper proposal based on 
anecdotal R3000 experience, to paint a picture of how it has been done in the past, and what to aim for. 
 
It was noted that there would be one payment date.  It was also noted that the membership fee would 
remain at $10 per person, but that the member would still need to feel that they get something for their 
money. 
 
ACTION:  John Dall’Amico to work on the benefits of joining and on things that will be of mutual benefit 
to both parties, e.g. such as with the Historical Society. 
 
It was noted that Residents 3000 needs to increase membership numbers significantly to have more of 
a voice. 
 

10. Potential Events and Programs 
 

It was noted that Event dates need to be put in place, particularly for the Graffiti event. 
 
1. Graffiti 

This has been planned to be the first event, aimed to be held around the end of May, being 
steered by Robyn Bunting, who is arranging contributors to the event. 

Robyn was not present to provide an update, however Eric Giammario had spoken with the 
Deputy Lord Mayor at a Community Forum held at the Town Hall, and also with Gordon 
Harrison who said he would be pleased to assist Residents 3000 with events. Eric had also met 
up with a Councillor for breakfast. 

Eric has sent an email to Robyn Bunting who is taking the lead with the event. It was noted that 
there is a possibility that the event could be sponsored. 
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ACTION:  A venue and date to be decided and locked in for May with the council, in particular 
Gordon Harrison, and Robyn Bunting to update the committee. 

 
2. Elderly, Pets & Children in the City / Leash free areas 

This had been proposed as a second event, as it was considered to be a more positive, feel- 
good event, however Eric Giammario advised that he had spoken with Councillors who do not 
view “Leash Free Areas” in a positive light, based on previous experience. 

The Councillors explained that “Leash Free Areas” are very costly due to the value of the land 
and that it is something that has not worked too well in the past, stating Clayton Reserve in 
North Melbourne as an example, which has cost the council lots of money to maintain. This is a 
work in progress, and to be improved before an event can be held. There is a possibility that 
“Leash Free Areas” may work with the dedication of a group who maintains the area. 

Alternative second event 
It was noted that an alternative event therefore needs to be considered, perhaps regarding the 
need for Public Schools. This is a matter that would need the approval of the State authority, not 
the council. 

It was noted that the second event would be planned for August. 

It was also noted that as Residents 3000 committee members we need to determine and be 
aware of how many residents there are in the City of Melbourne, and the source. 

 
3. Q & A with the Council 

This had been considered as the potential third and last event for later in the year, aiming for 
November, however it was noted that could become the second event should no suitable 
alternative event be forthcoming. 

 
11. General Business 

 
11.1 Website 

Susan Saunders had been concentrating on Treasurer duties, having just recently taken up the 
position, but is working on updating the website, with the aim to completing it this month. 

Sue advised of new Membership forms which have been updated and placed on the website. 
 
Sue raised the issue of the two logos, with the old logo preferred, however it was proposed that 
quotes be obtained to improve the logo. 
 
ACTION: 
Susan Saunders and John Dall’Amico to prepare a brief to provide to designers for an improved / 
new logo. A slogan to also be considered. 
 

Gabrielle Pickering wished on behalf of the committee to note our thanks to Susan Saunders for 
her time, doing the required work to bring the financials and paperwork in order. 

 
11.2 Sponsorship and 11.3 Advertising 

John Dall’Amico has been speaking with potential sponsors, to be promoted on R3000 website. 
The idea is that they provide relevant content on our website, as well as funds. Presently it is 
considered that Westpac and the Victorian Royal Historical Society could post articles on our 
website, which provides advertising for them. 
 
There is also the matter of space on the website, i.e. how many advertisers do we need. It was 
noted that there could be links to separate pages, with all advertising space not necessarily 
taking up a large amount of prime space on the website. 
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12. Other General Business 
 

Gabrielle Pickering had sent emails to the committee updating them as to her experience in attending 
recent Community Forums. She advised that the planning Councillors are under enormous pressure 
with regards to issuing planning permits which have then created problems for other areas of council, 
e.g. parking, waste collection. 
 
Gabrielle also raised the matter of the proposed Hosier Lane development where services would all 
come through the laneway, and mentioned that the council are creating a nightmare for themselves by 
approving permits without sufficient consideration. Due to the enormous groundswell of objections and 
complaints by city residents, Gabrielle believes the message may be getting through to council with 
regards to planning. 

 
13. Date of Next Meeting 

 
Committee meetings have been scheduled to be held on the last Monday of each month, with the next 
meeting to be held on Monday, 28 April 2014. 

14. Close 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 7.15pm. 

 
Confirmed as correct. 
 
[signed] 

John Dall’Amico, President     Date: 28 April 2014 
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